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Dear Friends, 
Why search among the dead for one who is alive? Luke 24:5 
 
What a season the world is experiencing! There are political, economic, social and environmental 
changes, and uncertainties; compounded by the daily pictures of conflict and disaster, flashing through 
our screens. Added to this, is the continuing impact of the global pandemic – the pandemic has gone 
on for longer than expected, and now many people are suffering from the fatigue of restricted 
interactions. The resultant effect of the above listed challenges is that many people wonder about a 
world that is seemingly going wrong – is there any way of fixing things?  
The season of the world could be changing, yet, Easter is a reminder of the unchanging God, who has 
provided a way of fixing things: His chosen way is through the cross of Christ, the empty tomb, his 
forgiveness, justice and mercy that met in perfect harmony. The story of Easter begins with the women 
at the empty tomb looking for Jesus among the dead, and the reminder by the angels of the words of 
Jesus about his suffering, death and resurrection. As the women remembered, they were filled with joy 
that Scripture had been fulfilled, and Jesus is alive! 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ is not dead he is alive! The empty tomb presents us not with dead promises 
and empty hopes, but with concrete possibilities and potentials to celebrate the fullness of life. Part of 
celebrating life is the challenge to raise our standards higher, reviving our faith and witness in the face 
of all corruption, selfishness and greed in our world’s changing season. 
Easter also encourages us to remain hopeful in the midst of all personal challenges and difficulties. In 
hope, we can keep going against all odds, drawing courage and strength from the presence of the risen 
Christ. This Easter, find joy and peace in the knowledge that because Christ lives the impossible can 
be made possible for you, and for our world.  
 
An Easter Prayer: 
Lord, You have arisen forever in my heart! 
May the sunrise remind me to shine in Your light. 
May the caress of a gentle breeze remind me of Your compassion. 
May the fragrance of a flower remind me to blossom in Your love. 
May the singing of birds bring a song of joy to my lips. 
And in the closing of each day, may I remember to quietly pray. 
Wherever I am, whatever I do, may my thoughts in joy return to You! Amen.  
(Susan Helene Kramer, 1946-) 
  
Easter blessings 
Irene John  

         April 2021 
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Services in April 

 
Garstang  All services will be on Zoom. 
 
April   1st 7.00pm Rev John Gordon &  Communion for Agape   
    Rev Irene John 
April   4th 10.45am Mike Hart       Easter Sunday Communion  
April 11th 10.45am Rev Irene John 
April 18th 10.45am Rev David Greenwood 
April 25th 10.45am Rev Irene John 
 
Advance Notice 
May  2nd Joint Pastorate service on Zoom   Rev John Gordon    
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Forton Services will be in church observing Covid safety rules with social distancing, face 

coverings, hand sanitising and track and trace. 
 
April  2nd  3.00pm Good Friday The Elders with music from Mike Cook 
 
Any further services this month will be posted on the noticeboard outside the Church. 
 
 

 
Easter Cross 

 
At the Elder’s meeting held in February it was 
decided to repeat what we did last year and ask 
members of the Congregation to display a bare 
cross in their windows or gardens during Holy 
Week.  
On Easter Sunday we will bring them to life by 
decorating them with flowers and ribbons to 
illustrate the joy, hope and promise of a Risen 
Lord. 
There will also be a Cross set outside the 
Church and made ready for people to put their 
own flowers on from 12 noon on Saturday, April 
3rd . Please go along at your own time and add 
your flowers to this Cross to celebrate the joy of 
Easter. The Cross will be a witness to everyone 
passing and it is hoped that members of the 
public will join in over the weekend and add 
their own flowers. Some flowers will be left at 
the foot of the Cross for anyone who wishes to 
place them into the display. 
 
 

 
A Message from Audrey 

 
Thank you all for all your cards, your kind thoughts and your prayers at this sad time. They have been 
a great comfort to both Kate and Jane and myself. 
It was lovely to see so many of you come to say farewell to Basil on Thursday afternoon. Basil always 
enjoyed going to the Men’s Meetings. I would like to thank Jack Rogers and John Allen who very 
kindly always provided him with a lift. 
God bless you all, Audrey. 
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The Leprosy Mission Appeal 2021 
 
This year our Leprosy Service was held via Zoom on 7th February and was led by TLM North West 
Regional Manager, Paul Moores. Paul brought us up to date with the work of TLM over the past 12 
months and explained the challenges they were facing in Mozambique. “Unconditional love” was the 
theme of the service and it was wonderful to see a lady called Zaina, who had been treated for leprosy 
herself, going out on her bicycle to take medicines and dressings to those suffering with leprosy out in 
the rural areas of Mozambique. The aim is to build a village  community hub, a place from which to 
lead the fight against leprosy. A Hub of Hope where health workers can be trained in leprosy diagnosis 
and treatment and hope is restored. 
The response to the appeal was great with donations totalling £668, plus many were gift aided. This 
amount will be fund matched by the UK Government and will be worth £1336 to TLM, so a big thank 
you to all who donated so generously. 
Please remember in your prayers those who suffer from Leprosy and all the people who work to 
alleviate their suffering. 
 
With my sincere thanks for your support for this year’s appeal. 
Mary. 
 
 

Door Steward Rota 
 
The Elders have agreed that we are hoping to commence our Church services again on 23rd 
May 2021, this will possibly be in the Hall. 
 
Apart from the couple of meetings in the Hall during the last year, it is March 2020 since we last needed 
door stewards. 
These people are essential for the smooth running of our Church services, they are the first people to 
be seen in the entrance when people come to our services; particularly important for any visitors as it 
is their first impression of what we are about; are they given a warm and friendly handshake as they 
enter our Church for the first time, remember that first impressions are important whatever the situation. 
(Or an elbow handshake depending on the circumstances). 
 
Stewards along with the Elders are responsible for preparing the Church and deal with any unusual 
things that may arise, ready for the service to begin. 
 
I have prepared a new rota taking us up to April 2022 based on the 2020/21 rota and is included in this 
Newsletter. 
If you are happy to continue being a steward that is great and much appreciated.  
Any dates that you find you cannot do can I ask that initially you try to do a swap with someone 
else, and please let me know. 
If you are still stuck just give me a call. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
David R 
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Door Stewards 
 

Month Date Door stewards 
   
MAY 2021 23 Barrie Mason and Ann Peters            
 30 Pauline Greenwood and Ann Peters 
JUNE 2021 6 Muriel Barnes and Renee Ibison 
 13 Muriel Barnes and Renee Ibison 
 20 Pat Williams and Louise Banton 
 27 Pat Williams and Louise Banton 
JULY 2021 4 Jack and Jean Rogers 
 11 Jack and Jean Rogers 
 18 Jack and Jean Rogers 
 25 Jack and Jean Rogers 
AUGUST 2021  1 Hilary Ralphs and June Gornall 
 8 Hilary Ralphs and June Gornall 
 15 Crispin and Marion Myerscough 
 22 Crispin and Marion Myerscough 
 29 Gwynfor Williams and Jean Wadsworth     Bank Holiday Mon 30 
SEPTEMBER 2021 5 Gwynfor Williams and Jean Wadsworth 
 12 Mary Thornber and Ann Peters 
 19 Mary Thornber and Ann Peters 
 26 Marlene Towns and Barrie Mason 
OCTOBER 2021 3 Marlene Towns and David Ralphs 
 10 Kate Parker and David Ralphs 
 17 Stella Clarke and Kate Parker 
 24 Stella Clarke and Mary Thornber 
 31 Helene Gargrave and Pat Williams 
NOVEMBER 2021 7 Helene Gargrave and Pat Williams 
 14 Muriel Barnes and Renee Ibison 
 21 Muriel Barnes and Renee Ibison 
 28 Kate Parker and David Ralphs 
DECEMBER 2021 5 Margaret Hesketh and Jean Wadsworth 
 12 Margaret Hesketh and Jean Wadsworth 
 19 Louise Banton and Gwynfor Williams 
 26 Louise Banton and Gwynfor Williams 
  Christmas Day Sat 25 :  Bank Holiday Monday 27 
JANUARY 2022 2 Mary Thornber and David Watson   New Year’s Day Sat 1 
 9 Crispin and Marion Myerscough 
 16 Crispin and Marion Myerscough 
 23 Pauline Greenwood and June Gornall 
 30 Pauline Greenwood and Pauline Glasgow  
FEBRUARY 2022 6 Hilary Ralphs and June Gornall 
 13 Hilary Ralphs and Simon Corless 
 20 Helene Gargrave and Simon Corless 
 27 Stella Clarke and Pauline Greenwood 
MARCH 2022 6 Stella Clarke and Janet Dixon 
 13 Lynne Mason and Kate Parker 
 20 Lynne Mason and Kate Parker 
 27 Ann Peters and Janet Dixon 
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Church Finance Update 
 
The church’s finances continue to be in good health. The many members and friends who send their 
offerings regularly provide sufficient income to cover the church’s commitments for Ministry & Mission 
and the costs of water, electricity and gas. 
The annual accounts for 2020 are now complete. There have been no late surprises, and the annual 
deficit will be in the region of £4,800 – due mainly to our inability to hold fundraising events and generate 
income through hall lettings, and a much-reduced amount received from the A B Grace Trust. The 
accounts will shortly be delivered to John Barton, our Independent Examiner. We are fortunate to have 
such an able person willing to do this for our church. Some other churches struggle to find someone 
competent but independent. 
Given the ongoing uncertainties, it is difficult to set a formal Budget for 2021, but I have put together a 
proposal which I will present to Management Committee for approval. This time, I am expecting a small 
surplus. (This is with the benefit of some inside knowledge - as one of the Trustees of the A B Grace 
Charity, I know that their distributions will be higher in 2021!) 
In April 2020, the Synod Finance Team transferred over £53,000 to Garstang URC. This was our 
church’s share of the sale proceeds of the former manse in Croston Road. This has increased the 
reserves considerably, and the Elders have decided to invest £15,000 in the Climate Stewardship 
Fund, offered by Epworth Investments (who are part of Methodist Church Central Finance). All Epworth 
funds operate on a Christian ethical basis, and the Climate Stewardship Fund aims to increase capital 
through investing in mainly UK companies, avoiding any which are linked to greenhouse gas emissions, 
or mining and refining fossil fuels. The Elders believe that this is an appropriate way for our church to 
use some of its money to help tackle climate change. 
Recently, Edwards Insurance Brokers, through whom we arrange the church’s buildings and contents 
insurance, wrote to tell us that Congregational Insurance (our insurer) has agreed to consider claims 
from churches for loss of income due to the lockdown. Other insurance companies have not done this. 
I asked for further details, and will decide, with Management Committee, whether we might be able to 
make a successful claim, and how much might be received (remembering that the church’s policy has 
a No Claims Discount of 15%). 
Finally, a sign of the times. On the assumption that we will continue to use Zoom for worship for a while 
yet (but not very long, we all hope!), and may continue to hold meetings online even after the buildings 
are back in use, the church has purchased an annual subscription with Zoom. This brought significant 
cost savings and some additional features which we can use. It is good to see how popular the “chat 
rooms” after Sunday Worship have quickly become. 
Gordon 
 
 

A message from Nevill 
 
I have received a number of very nice 90th birthday cards from friends at church, but I failed to 
respond to some of them.  I would like everyone to know how pleased I was, to receive them.   
Thank you.   
Nevill.  
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Cards to Nevill and Margaret and Ray 
 
The Elders sent cards on behalf of the congregation to Nevill wishing him all the best on his 90th 
birthday and to Margaret and Ray congratulating them on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

My reflections on a year like no other 
 
One year ago, in my thought for the week beginning 29th March 2020, I wrote; 
“At the beginning of Lent, we were encouraged to make time for quiet reflection: to stop, take stock and 
reflect on the health or otherwise of our faith; to develop a closer relationship with God. As we approach 
the end of Lent we are all being compelled to stop all daily activities and examine what is important to 
us like never before.” 
What none of us knew then was that, as we approach the end of another Lenten journey, we would 
still be restricted in our daily activities: who, when and where we can meet a year on. We have had 
oodles of time to examine what is important to us in our lives and have surely been made aware very 
forcefully of our dependence on one another both here at home and across the globe. Many have now 
had their first vaccination, and some their second, to help protect them and others against this dreadful 
disease and allow the world to begin functioning more normally again. 
The question has often been asked during this last year “What will the ‘new normal’ be?” 
Who knows, but perhaps a question we should be asking ourselves is “Are we ready for a ‘new 
normal’?” 
The world around us has changed. We have had the opportunity to embrace different ways of doing 
things-. Zoom is no longer just a button on a camera for photographing close ups, but has become a 
means of staying in touch, having meetings, both formal and informal, and, of course, a ‘new’ way of 
worshipping with others. This in turn has, of course, excluded some and it has become vitally important 
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that, those who could,  have found other ways of keeping in regular touch via email or telephone or 
even a paper and pen letter! 
 As I also quoted back in March 2020, the poet William Davies who wrote ‘What is this world if, full of 
care, we have no time to stand and stare?’ We have all had plenty of time not just to ‘stand and stare’ 
but to wonder what life might be like on the other side of this pandemic. Although the future promises 
to be very different as wearing  masks, washing hands, using hand sanitiser and staying a safe distance 
from those we stop and chat to become a natural part of our daily lives, let us embrace the positive 
things we have learned and carry them forward. The world around us has changed. Have we changed 
with it?  
One day the virus will be considered to be at a manageable level and, because of the vaccine, ‘herd 
immunity’ will cover the major part of the population. We can pray that time will not be far off. Meanwhile 
this past year has been the time when more people have discovered that what is most important in life 
is the love of and for family, friends and others and the importance of caring. Material gains fade into 
insignificance when compared to the pleasure of reaching out to a world in need of a little TLC. 
Show me the right path, O Lord, point out the road for me to follow. Lead me by Your truth and teach 
,me…I put my hope in You. Psalm 25:4-5 
Sally Watson 
 

April at Forton 
 
Spring is a truly wonderful time. Our church yard is at it glorious best. Maybe not the best way to 
describe a church yard but in spring it’s a riot of colour. It makes walking down the path to church 
doubly joyous. We are holding services again and walking in with a true spring in our steps, at a 
cautious social distance of course. 
Susan R 
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A letter from Paul Moores 
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Wildlife Gardening 
 
At a recent Management Committee meeting, we spent a bit of time discussing work that we could do to 
further green our church land and buildings. In particular, we talked about things we could do to make our 
churchyard more wildlife-friendly.  Many of the things we talked about are things we could each think about 
in whatever outdoor space we have at home. 
I’m sure many of us have bird feeders hanging in our gardens. I’ve been experimenting over the winter to see 
if a different variety of seeds and nuts could attract a broader variety of birds than the gang of sparrows that 
predominate in our garden. I think the main thing I’ve discovered is that the presence of suet will bring the 
starlings. We have a resident Robin and Wren, a family of Blackbirds and the occasional visit from a variety of 
Tits but the gathering of Sparrows has stubbornly remained the main players on the feeders. It is relatively 
simple in our own gardens to keep a regular eye on the feeders and replenish whenever needed, but to make 
this effective in our church garden, we need volunteers who can commit to regular visits to clean and 
replenish feeders and of course ensure that water is available for drinking and bathing. 
 
Barrie shared with us how the church avoids using chemicals in the 
management of the churchyard and the ways in which the planting 
and maintenance of grassed areas and flower beds are done to 
encourage native wildflowers and to benefit buds, insects and 
butterflies. Again, principles we can adopt in our own garden spaces 
and help in our small way to help address the challenges that many 
of these species are facing at this time.  In our thinking about 
encouraging wildlife into our churchyard we reflected on the 
opportunities there were to create wildlife friendly habitats using 
some the natural structures, but also to add some strategically 
placed bug hotels.  
Another eco-church principle is to encourage the recycling and reuse of materials to reduce waste. Bug hotels 
provide an excellent opportunity to apply these principles. Websites such as the RSPB 
(https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-
a-bug-hotel/) and the Woodland Trust  
(https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/09/how-to-build-a-bug-hotel/) provide a multitude of ideas to 
meet the needs of different types of bugs and small animals. Many of them require the wood and / or bricks 
to provide the external structure and something solid to act as a waterproof roof with a variety of garden and 
household waste to act as fillers. These would be ideal both for your own gardens but also to help provide a 
great range of habitats in our churchyard. 
 

If you don’t have access to spare bricks and wood, an alternative idea 
for small “bijou” hotels simply uses plastic bottles and waste paper or 
cardboard. See the RHS website 
(https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Activity/Small-bug-
homes) for details. These might be ideal for entertaining younger family 
members during school holidays, once we are able to meet more 
extensively again. 

Mike Hart 
Eco-church Lead 
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The G7 matters and every 
action counts for climate justice 
 
 
The UK government is gearing up to host the G7 summit in Cornwall this June. This is a key opportunity to 
make progress for climate justice.  
Climate justice means that the countries that have caused the problem (including the UK) must do the 
most to solve it – and that requires money. Money to help communities who have already lost so much. 
Money to help people adapt farming methods or jobs that are no longer viable. Money to ensure everyone 
has access to clean energy. The G7 must make more money available to tackle the climate crisis, and as 
host, the UK must set this ambition for the summit.  
Since we can’t be in Cornwall this year to make ourselves heard in person, please send Boris a 
postcard from the town or county where you live to get this message across.   
The more postcards we can send from all over the UK, the more we can increase the pressure for action. 
Our global neighbours around the world who are currently living with the devastating impacts of the 
climate crisis don’t get a seat at the G7 table. Make sure they are not forgotten in these crucial 
discussions.  
 
With best wishes,  

  
Sarah Rowe 
Campaigns officer  
Christian Aid 
 
Christian Aid suggests the following template for a message to write on your postcard to the Prime 
Minister:  

Dear Prime Minister,   
I can’t be in Cornwall for the G7, but I call on you to make this summit a success for climate justice. 
Please:   
• Increase climate finance to the most vulnerable communities around the world.   
• Cancel unfair debts so that countries can tackle the climate crisis and other urgent priorities.  
Success at the COP26 talks in November hinges on progress on these crucial issues at the G7. And 
the futures of millions of people depend on a just finance deal.   
With best wishes,   
(remember to leave your name and full address)   
 
Note from the Editor; You do have to do small writing to fit it all on the back of a postcard – Marion 
 
Send your postcard to: 
Boris Johnson, 
10 Downing Street, 
London, 
SW1A 2AA 
 
Our friends around the world who are already living with the impacts of the climate crisis don’t get a 
seat at the G7 table. Make sure they are not forgotten in the discussions.  


